Tommy Tune London: Covent Garden
Top Hat Award Winner Musical Arts Festival

In San Francisco on June 7, 1974, Steve Silver
produced a small show in the back room of
the Savoy Tivoli Restawrant.

Them ware 214 seats crammed into the tiny space—prime
seating wis anything within ten feet of the ten coveted
cocktail tables wp front, The floor was eovered with two
tons of sand; a lifeguard tore tckets at the door and sprayed
the backs of peoples’ hands with Coppertone®. For S250,
audience members got B A5-minute show with four main
performars, a chorus line of hola-dancing middle-aged
housawives deing card stents, a band dressed as poodles,
one lighting man on op of a lifeguard stand manipulating
I'nlgq]l'.ir cofipe can Ilgﬁts, ant n whaola lat of laughs.

The show was fo run for six weeks. That was
twenty-six years ago. ..

After a brief stint in the fell of 1974 at Club Olympus, the
show opened at Club Fugazi-the date was Juna 25, 1975,

The show became an axpanded version of the Tivoli and Dlympus shows. Butit now included more cheracters,
grender sets, @ largar cast, and what was to become a trademark of tha shaw, BIGGER HATS!

Through the years, thare have bean many versions of Beach Blanket Babylon, but samao things have |
remalined consistent-outrageous humor, wacky charscterizations, unexpected parady, and the biggest hats in
the woild, along with the elemant of surprise.

Beach Blankst Babylon was invited 1o parform at the White Houso, performed before Quaen Elizabeth and the
Duka of Edinburgh, and had a successful wun in Les Vagas. It also was spotlighted in a costume exhibit a1
San Francisce's de Young Museum. Beach Blanket Batylon was featured in the BBC presentation of Tales of the
City, in a PBS documantary, in a UPN-TV special Stove Sivers Beach Blanket Balyiom A Silver Annfversary
Safuta, in the fim The Werld of Stave Siver and a book, Beach Blanket Babylon: A Hats-0ff Tribute to San
Francisco’s Most Extraordinary Musical Revee. A guest of the 1557 Covent Garden Musical Ans Festivel,
Beach Blanket Babylon played 10 anthusiastic audiences and rave raviews in London, And it continuas today

to sell out in San Francisco,
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